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will come to be when enough individuals have freed
themselves,

4) After self-liberation, organizing in groups
for the liberation of society, These can begin simply
as study groups for mutual education and communes
for mutual aid. Such groups will help to promote the
idea of freedom wherever they are formed.

5) Building regional, continental and world -wide
federations of autonomous groups towork together to
spread ideas of liberty, encourage self-initiative
among people and oppose oppression.

6) Withdrawing support from government by

Che
- Anarchist
Solution; totfe

everymeans. Refusingto obey laws that do not pro- ~ OP@b]enL Of -
hibit antisocialbehavior but merelyassertor enhance / C{m'Le

the power of government. The ultimate form of non-

violentresistance is the general strike, whereby peo-

ple inall walks of life refuse to work until the state is
dismantled, '

At the climax of the movie TheyMight Be Giants,
the hero, who thinks he is the great crime -fighter
Sherlock Holmes, says, '"We're living in the Garden
of Eden. We've never left it. This is Paradise all
around us.'" Man isnot fallen andin need of control;
he is as he is, and that is good enough. To discover
Paradise around us we have to give up our distrust of
people, which means giving up our distrust of our-

selves, -
+
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The first thing people want from government
is thal it maintain the peace and administer justice.
Yet governments have killed more people and seized
more goods than any private criminal ever has, and
today's governments threaten either to wipe out hu-
manity in a nuclear war or to submerge the world in
a system of 1984-style superstates. Government and
law enforcement actually perpetuate the conditions
thatbreed crime--poverty, racism, alienation, sexual
repression. Evenasthe numbersoflaws, judgesand
jails increasecs, so do the rates of murder, rape,
assault, robbery, burglary and larceny.

Anarchists believe that if government is abo-
lished the evils it causcs will disappear and the evil
it supposedly prevents--antisocial behavior--will get
noworse and may evendecrease. A popular miscon-
ceplion of anarchy pictures people running amok, a
complete breakdown of humane and sensible behavior.
This is not what anarchists aim at, since an orgy of
violence would immediately lead to the restoration of
government. The basic idea of anarchism is that a
peacable, harmonious social system can be founded

on the willingness of most people to work together
without coercion.

THE FAILURE OF LAW ENFORCEMENT
Law supposedly has four functions: 1) to es-
tablish the rights, privileges and powers of govern-
ment and to regulate the economy; 2) to control pri-
vate activities suchas sex, drinking, drug-taking and
gambling on the basis of moral judgments; 3) to act
as anarbiter of disputes and an enforcer of contracts;
4) to prohibit acts that actually injure people. The
firstthree kinds of law have little intrinsic value ex-
cept to maintain many of the frustrations and inequi-
ties thatincite crime, and the forbidding and punishing
of antisocial acts doesnt prevent them or help their

[

Since general acceptance of anarchist ideas is a
necessary precondition to a worldwide liberated so-
ciety, antisocial behavior within the free community
will probablybe rare. The remedies will also be in-
dividualized and peculiar to each situation. In some
cases, undoubtedly, a community will decide that the
antisocial person was right and the community was
wrong.

Anarchists do not believe in unalterable laws, .
butonlyin general policies. The acme of anarchism
is the policy of non-invasiveness Or non-coercion--
Mind Your Own Business. We don't expect people to
behave like saints; we expect of them simply that they
leave one another alone.

FROM ARCHY TO ANARCHY

The crucial question is, How do we get from
where we are to where we want to be? Basically what
is needed is a change of attitudes, and the job of to-
day's anarchists is to spreadthe idea of the stateless
society by every available means. Here are some of
the things they are doing:

1) Thinking about, studying and discussing an-
archist ideas. Developing a new attitude toward
crime, refusing to see itas a fearsome problem to be
solved by more governmentpower. Trying to see the
criminal as a fellow humanunder pressure and asking
themselves what he would be like in a free society.

2) Devising personal codes of conduct basedon
non-injury toward others. Self-disciplineis the other
side of the coin of self-liberation.

3) Liberating oneself. The wise anarchist does
not think of himself as a liberator of his fellow men,
but as one in need of liberation. The main thing an-
archism offers right now is not a new social system
but an ideal of personal liberation from the attitudes
and habits of authoritarian society. The new society
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Libertarian Mor ality: The violent type of human
being is produced by our current methods of child-
rearing. The repressive, authoritarian, coercive
practices currentlyused inmany families and schools
are necessary only to condition children to live in a
government-run society. Libertarian, free-formfa-
milies and schools --the open family, the Summer -
hill-type school, the free association of men, women
and children without authoritarian control - -will not
produce the violent, twisted types so common in to-
day's society. The abolition of coercive law will lead
toa society free of sexual suppression and sexistmale
domination. Without the supportof force these forms
of oppression willbe unable to compete with more at-
tractive ideas and practices. As sexual repres sion
disappears, SO will violent sex crimes.

The Nonviolent Society: Eveninthebest of so-
cieties itis tobe expected that some persons will still
make trouble. Murder. Rape. Pilfering. Attempts
todefraud. Howto deal with these do-badders? Man-
kind's tribes, clans, bands and free communes have
developed a variety of methods for dealing with the
person who harms others. Nonviolent approaches in-
clude ostracism, public denunciation (espeéially ef-
fective when, as with the Quakers, the culprit is wept
over and forgiven), payments by the wrongdoer to his
victims, persuasion,education, social pressure, non-
compulsory therapy, the help of friends and neighbors,

non-collabor ation and nonviolent re sistance.
Inthe view of some anarchists, anyuse of force
is coercive, and the evils anarchists are trying to
nonlybe correctedby complete renuncila-

overcome ca
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the crirninal is fear of his victim's possible retaliation




